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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by either one of 
E.P. 1,099,531 or German Patent 19846852. 

Either one of E.P. '531 or German Patent '852 suggested a device for guiding 
individual reinforcement filaments upon a carrier defining a carrier axis with the carrier 
being moveable in the direction of the carrier axis wherein the arrangement comprises a 
positioning disc having a plurality of filament guides arranged distributed on a circular 
ring of the positioning disc and a rotation-symmetrical deflecting element. Both 
references teach that the positioning disc and the deflecting element are each 
concentrically enclosing the carrier. Additionally, both E.P. '531 and German Patent 
'852 suggested that the deflecting element was mounted within the positioning disc and 
axially aligned to the positioning disc. In each reference, the deflecting element has an 
end face and a peripherally extending curved inner edge formed on its end face with the 
curved inner edge being toward the carrier at the run in end. The filament guides of the 
positioning disc open directly at the curved inner edge of the deflecting element. The 
applicant is more specifically referred to Figure 3 of both references for the specific 
arrangement of the carrier, the positioning disc, and the deflecting element. As depicted 
in Figure 1b, the positioning disc was clearly provided with the specified guide 
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arrangement. As disclosed with regard to Figure 2, the deflecting element had the 
specified shape identified in the claims and the components were arranged in the 
fashion claimed in order to provide an arrangement for guiding filaments upon a carrier. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C! 103(a) as being unpatentable over either one 
of E.P. 1,099,531 or German Patent 19846852 further taken with McClean. 

The references to E.P. '531 or German Patent '852 are discussed at length 
above in paragraph 2 and applicant is referred to the same for a complete discussion of 
the same. The references taught that one skilled in the art would have employed a ring 
which included a plurality of openings therein in order to guide the filaments to the 
deflecting mechanism onto the axis of the carrier component. The references failed to 
teach that one would have employed "struts" or pins on the ring to facilitate the feeding 
of the filaments to the deflecting component and to the axis of the carrier component. 

The reference to McClean suggested that one skilled in the art would have 
employed a ring which included a plurality of pins or rollers positioned thereabout over 
which the filaments were guided in order to facilitate the feeding of the filaments to the 
mandrel. More specifically, McClean suggested that one skilled in the art would have 
employed a guide member 23 which included rollers 28 mounted on pins 29 which were 
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positioned between spaced rings 25. the pins 29 with the rollers 28 thereon provided a 
superior way to properly space the filaments about the mandrel and additionally 
provided a relatively simple way to thread the filaments onto the mandrel when 
rethreading or initial threading takes place, see column 6, lines 22-28, column 6, lines 
34-40. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize the techniques of McClean for feeding the strands into the 
mandrel with a circular ring mechanism which included guide pins therein in the system 
for applying filaments upon a carrier as taught by either one of E.P. 1 ,099,531 or 
German Patent 19846852. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 8-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

None of the prior art of record taught or suggested that one skilled in the art 
would have incorporated a cover disc over the surface of the positioning disc where the 
covering disc was releaseably assembled on the surface of the positioning disc. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The references to Kaczerginski, Baker et al , Martin, Muller, 
Farris et al, and Rix all taught various means to circumferentially dispose fibers about a 
form or mandrel in the lay up of the reinforcement upon the same . 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeff H. Aftergut whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1212. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:15-345 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on 571-272-1226. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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February 3, 2007 




